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November 9, 2022 

 

Brooklyn Fire Commission: 

 

I am addressing the Commission this evening to make certain you are all aware of the ongoing discussions that my 

husband and I have been having with the First Selectman Austin Tanner regarding the Brooklyn Fire District. We have 

provided action items to Selectman Tanner that we would like to see accomplished but to date have not received. We 

are hoping by bringing them to the attention of this Commission we can see some movement on any or all of the items. 

 

Action item #1 

We are requesting the town follow up with the Brooklyn Fire District and or Attorney McCoy regarding 

our recent FOIA request to the Brooklyn Fire District, and the fact that they are a in fact a public agency 

who is required to comply with FOIA requests.  

Attorney McCoy states in part “It is the position of the Brooklyn Fire District, Inc. that it is not a public 

agency as defined by FOIA, required to produce the documents which you requested.” (full email 

attached) 

 

a. We contest that claim and say: The Brooklyn Fire District is a Special Taxing District.  

The “Independent Special Taxing Districts in the State of Connecticut” document states that  

(page 10 attached)  

“The full gamut of freedom of information statues apply to special districts.” 

 

b. In addition, the Brooklyn Fire Districts own by-laws state:  

 

Section 2. 

“The district board’s duties, which are required for operation and management of the district, 

are set forth in these by-laws and pertaining to resolution of the General Assembly of the State 

of Connecticut… 

and 

Section 3.  

“The District Board Shall abide by all resolutions passed by the General Assembly of the State of 

Connecticut.” 

 

*These are from the 2021 by-laws since the 2022 do not appear to be filed with the town hall 

yet.    

 

 

c. It should also be noted that Attorney McCoy uses a different name and mailing address nearly every 

time he writes about or files documents on behalf of the Brooklyn Fire District. In this particular 

email he references to them as the Brooklyn Fire District, Inc. which is an organization that does not 

exist.  
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Action item #2 

Town of Brooklyn to follow up with Attorney Rule regarding October 26, 2022 EBFD Facebook post where Chief 

Pepin wrote (in part):  

“This Fire Department was placed on this lawsuit illegally. Department by-laws were not followed, 

and an attorney was hired to represent the department by past leadership with no vote by the 

membership. Per our department by-laws the Fire Chief has no authority to conduct business on 

behalf of the fire department. The only representative with that authority is the department 

president. Again, the department members did not vote to be placed on this lawsuit. The Brooklyn 

Fire District and the East Brooklyn Fire Department are two separate entities. 

 

The EBFD can perform its own action here action item regarding the statement above. They can request that 

they be discharged from Attorney McCoy’s representation of their department in the lawsuit.  

 

Action item #3 

The town of Brooklyn to follow up conversation/action regarding our lengthily discussion last week with Fire 

Marshal Doug Kramer regarding the validity of the “Fire Lane” on the easement as well as the “No Parking Fire 

Lane” signs on South Main Street.  

 

 

I strongly urge this Fire Commission to make a statement to the Board of Selectman regarding the above-mentioned 

items. Each day that goes by without action costs the town of Brooklyn and its taxpayer’s more and more money. For 

example: we spent hours on the phone today with our attorney regarding the case – we were specifically discussing the 

fact that Brooklyn Fire District President William Wheaton Sr. has opposed our liquor license due to “lack of parking”. 

For Citizens to be repeatedly told that there is no new action taking place towards our business is a fallacy.  

 

 

A note to the Commission that is not relevant to the lawsuit but we feel is equally important:  

Earlier this year it was brought to our attention by a town employee that current fire department building was located 

outside of the Brooklyn Fire District. After learning this we looked into the meeting minutes and such to see how the 

District was allowed to purchase property outside of the district back in 2003. When we couldn’t find anything on the 

minutes or a record of a mortgage ourselves, so we inquired with the town clerk. Her response is as follows: 

  

“Unless it’s under a different name, there’s no record of a mortgage or release under Brooklyn Fire District 

recorded on the land records.” 

 

We bring this up as concerned citizens since there are strict laws governing the bonding of public buildings. Even if 

everything with the District is on the up and up, the fact alone that the documents are not easily accessible in records 

for the public to review or to be found by the town Clerk is alarming.  

 

I could go on all night with all the things we have uncovered, and we have shared all of this already with the First 

Selectman. But the fact of the matter is that in the best interest of this Fire Commission and the Town of Brooklyn to 

take a deep dive into the Brooklyn Fire District to make sure that they are in compliance with all policies and procedures 

set forth by the State of Connecticut.  
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I am asking you here tonight to be the people to take that dive.  

 

I have attached nine pages of documents in support of this statement and ask that they be entered into the public 

record in their entirety along with this two-page statement I will email them all to the recording secretary.  

 

Thank you for your time.  
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