Board of Selectmen

Regular Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 8, 2022
6:30pm via Zoom and in person
Clifford B. Green Memoarial Center

Join Zoom Meeting
hitps://usObweh.zoom.us/j/814727325397 pwd=cEXxLRXRWUOtjUTdCVmcOLOdxU1k5QT09

Meeting [D: 814 7273 2539 Dial by your location

Passcode: 075963 +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC}
One tap mobile +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+13017158592,,81472732539# US (Washington DC)  +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+13126266799,,81472732539# US {Chicago) +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houstan)
+1 720 707 2699 US (Denver)
Meeting ID: 814 7273 2539

Find your local number: https://us06weh.zoom.us/u/kcOsDIYXrw

Present: Lou Brodeur; Joe Voccio; Austin Tanner {via telephene at 6:47 p.m).
Also Present: Sandy Brodeur; 1.S. Perreault, Temporary Recording Secretary.
Present via Zoom: Sharon Loughlin,

1. Callto Order - Lou Brodeur called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.

2. Approve Minutes: 8/11/22; 8/25/22

Motion was made by J. Voccie to approve the Minutes of the Meetings of August 11, 2022 and August
25,2022, as presented.

Second by L. Brodeur. No discussion.

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote {2-0-0}.

3. Resignations: Ryan Cheverie from ZBA; Sara Deshaies from Ag Commission

L. Brodeur read aloud the e-mailed letter of resignation (dated August 31, 2022) from Ryan
Cheverie.

Motion was made by I, Voccio to accept, with regret, the resignation of Ryan Cheverie, Alternate
Member, from the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Second by L. Brodeur. No discussion.

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote (2-0-0).



L. Brodeur read aloud the letter of resignation {dated August 23, 2022) from Sara Deshaies.

Motion was made by J. Voccio to accept, with regret, the resignation of Sara Deshaies, Alternate Member,
from the Brooklyn Agriculture Commission.

Second by L. Brodeur, No discussion,

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote (2-0-0).

4, Discussion on Financials

J. Voccio stated that he expects that, after Finance meets, a lot of the encumbrances will be
fixed/addressed. He also commented that not that much has been spent with the exception of
Resource Recovery. There was no further discussion.

5. Discussion on Request of Funds from Heather & Matt Allen

Motion was made by 1. Voccio to table Agenda Item #5 - Discussion on Request of Funds from Heather &
Matt Allen, until First Selectman, A. Tanner is present.

Second by L. Brodeur. No discussion.

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote {2-0-0).

6. Discussion on Paradise Rd. Land Sale

Metion was made by J. Voccio to table Agenda Item #6 - Discussion on Paradise Rd. Land Sale, until First
Selectman, A. Tanner is present.

Second by L. Brodeur. No discussion,
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote {2-0-0}.

7. Discussion on Gutter Quotes for Town Hall

There was discussion regarding that Mr. Tanner was going to get comparable quotes for same
specifications. Mr. Voccio questions whether the covers should be considered since the painter had
said that they were all clogged.

Maotion was made by L. Brodeur to table final quote discussion for Agenda Item #7 - Discussion on Gutter
Quotes for Town Hall, until First Selectman, A. Tanner is present.

Second by k. Voccio. No discussion.
Mation carried unanimously by voice vote (2-0-0).

8. Discussion on Mortlake Letter Re: Overhead Door Quotes

L. Brodeur explained that they had tried to get more than one quote, but were unsuccessful. A
different manufacturer did not want to put their openers on the overhead doors because they were
not compatible. It is a single source. Mr. Brodeur said that he had discussed the letter from Mortlake
Fire Company {dated September 1, 2022} with Mr. Tanner and Shelley. Sandy Brodeur is in
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agreement with the letter and that it is acceptable to fund the openers. He explained that one bill
{approximately $5,200) had already been paid in June 2022. He further explained that Sheiley had
stated that it is a Capital project and that she had consulted with the auditors and that they did not
have a problem with it. Sandy Brodeur explained that there was an understanding that the Town
would pay for it even though it was done early due to it being an emergency situation. Mr. Voccio
expressed agreement and that he would vote in the affirmative, but was not sure if a vote is
required.

At this time, 6:47 p.m., A. Tanner phoned in and attended the remainder of the meeting via
telephone:

There was discussion on the following:
» Agenda Item #7 - Gutter Quotes for Town Hall
Mr. Tanner presented the following quotes:
Harris Home Improvemenis - $4,700 for 6-inch gutters, not seamless;
North Society Seamless Gutters (Canterbury} - $4,400 for 6-inch gutters, seamless;
Ameti Seamless Gutter {(Rhode Island) - $3,835 for 6-inch gutters, seamless.

Motion was made by A. Tanner to award the Town Hall Gutters to Ameri Seamless Gutter (53,835 for 6-inch
seamless gutters).

Second by J. Voccio {for discussion).

Discussion:

I. Voccio suggested paying a little more to do business with a tocal, Connecticut company. A. Tanner stated
that he does not have a problem either way. There was agreement amaong the Selectmen to go with the local
company.

A. Tanner withdrew his motion.

Motion was made by L. Brodeur to award the Town Hall Gutters to North Society Seamless Gutter ($4,400 for
6-inch seamless gutters).

Second by A. Tanner No discussion.

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote (3-0-0).

¢ Agenda Hem #6 - Discussion on Paradise Rd. Land Sale
Mr. Tanner explained that he had been asked if it could be a building lot if purchased. He
said that there is not minimum size for building lengths there as long as you can put in septic
and a well and can build, so it is up in the air whether you can build or not. He said that he is
in favor of selling as 1t is not doing the Town any good, and get it on the tax rolls.
Motion was made by A. Tanner to move forward with the sale of land at the corner of Paradise Road and
Short Street in the amount of 515,000 {as was discussed at a prior meeting where there was a site map).

Second by L. Brodeur.

Discussion:

There was discussion about whether a Town Meeting needs to be scheduled. Mr. Tanner is waiting to see
when there will be one scheduled for other issues. It is not urgent for the buyer.

Mation carried unanimously by voice vote (3-0-0).
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» Agenda item #5 - Request of Funds from Heather & Matt Allen
Mr. Tanner stated that Sarrentino presented a good case that even though it is a permitted
use, it could still be regulated. Mr. Tanner’s opinion is that we could give them a break on
the permit fee.
Mr. Voccio expressed concern for setting a precedent for future requests. He said that they
were represented by a consultant and he understands the frritation with having had the site
plan professionally done. The use is allowed by right. He said that he can also understand
why it was asked for, however, he wishes that we were more judicious in asking for
professional, stamped plans for something that didn't seem to warrant it. He feels that there
is responsibility/blame on both sides, therefore, he is not inclined to do anything except
perhaps split the fee, but he is not sure that is necessary. Mr. Tanner stated agreement with
Mr. Voccio.

Motion was made by J. Voccio, with regret, that the Selectmen will inform Heather and Matt Allen that we
will not proceed with any refund of fees on their farm pond application.

Second by A. Tanner,

Discussion:

L. Brodeur commented that he is not sure if some of those funds can be legally refunded. Mr. Tanner stated
that we could probably do something with our own permit fee, but agrees that he doesn’t think that we have
the ability to do anything about the others.

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote (3-0-0).

* Agenda liem #4 - Financials
Mr. Tanner didn’t have any comments.

*  Agenda ltem #8 - Mortlake Letter Re: Overhead Door Quotes
L. Brodeur filled in Mr. Tanner on the discussion (above) regarding the quotes. Mr, Tanner
explained that according to policy, we are should get three bids, but, he suggested that it
would be good for the Selectmen to act on it because we are allowing it because we could
not get three bids.

Motion was made by A, Tanner to give Mortlake Fire Department permission to go ahead with the overhead
door closers without three bids because of the difficulty they had with changing them.

Second by L. Brodeur.

biscussion:

L. Voccio stated that he is in favor of having them move forward for the reasons that had been discussed
before A. Tanner joined the meeting.

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote (3-0-0).

9. Approve Bills

Motion was made by L. Brodeur to approve Voucher #1127 dated September 7, 2022, in the amount of
$356,306.76.

Second by A. Tanner.

Discussion:

L. Brodeur commented that the electric at 61 South Main Street is down where it should be (pretty low). He
wonders why more gas is used there than at 69 South Main Street or Tiffany Street. He questioned about the
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hot water heater, Mr. Tanner stated that he does not know why. Mr. Brodeur suggested investigating to see
whether the hot water heater needs to be replaced. Mr. Tanner agreed to look into it.

L. Brodeur asked why it takes so long to get the election workers paid. He said that poll workers have been
asking him about it. Mr. Brodeur stated that Sandy Brodeur had checked into it and they were turned in right
away. Mr. Tanner will ask Shelley.

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote (3-0-0).

10. Other Business — None.
11. Public Comment

). Voccio stated, for the record, that Tess Brouillard had passed recently. He spoke of how she was an
asset to the Town. She was dedicated to the local palitical scene, operations of the Town and looking
to maintain its rural character. She will be missed. On behalf of the townspeople and the
administration of the Town of Brooklyn, he extends condolences to the Brouillard family. Services
are next weekend. [t was decided to send flowers.

Sharon Loughlin, 601 Wolf Den Road, commented that she attended the Planning & Zoning Meeting
fast night and is concerned because comments had been made about homeless people living in the
area of Plaza Street. She wanted to bring this to the attention of the Selectmen as it may warrant
investigation. She asked if there is anyone in Town that is doing anything about the homeless. Mr.
Brodeur explained that the Troopers have been involved. Mr. Voccio explained about the State-
instituted 211 Assistance Network. Mr. Voccio explained that as we find out about homeless people
the Town’s obligation is to notify United Services to perform outreach. Ms. Loughlin offered that she
could be contacted if help/support is needed.

12, Adjourn

Motion was made by J. Voccie to adjourn at 7:11 p.m.
Second by A. Tanner. No discussion.
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote {3-0-0).

Respectfully submitted,

J.S. Perreault
Temporary Recording Secretary
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ORTLAKE -

FIRE COMPANY

September1, 2022

Mr. Tannerand Selectmen,

The Mortlzke Fire Company would like to move forward with our overhead doorcapital project.
Understanding there are typically 3 bids required, we have tried, without success, to obtain otherbids to
do the project within our scope.

One alternate company and 2 other Overhead Door dealers were contacted and asked to bid onthe
project, butail stated that they were notinteresied ortoo busy to putin bids forthe project.

Further, this is not a replacement of the entire assembly, but rather the replacement of the drive motors
forthe existing doors. Assuch, Overhead Doorwould be the bestfit to replace the drive motors with
compatible equipment.

We have already had to replace 2 of the motors ahead completing this process due to completely non-
functional doorsand need to complete the process in orderto pay the contractor for the entire project.

{ hope you will considerapproving the capital funding expenditure post haste so we can move ahead
withoutfurtherdelay.

Thank you,

Stephen C. Breen

g

Mortlake Fire Company

Chief

P.C.BOX 301+ BROOKLYN, CONNECTICUTO6234

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.”



August 23, 2022

Anne Ennis
Melissa Bradley
Town of Brooklyn

Re: Agriculture Commission

It is with regret that I notify you of my intent to resign from the Agriculture Commission. I've
found that | do not have the time to dedicate to the commission that you all deserve.

Thank you,

Sara Deshaies



Melissa Bradley

From: Margaret Washburn

Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2022 8:53 AM

To: Melissa Bradley; Austin Tanner

Subject: FW: Sept. 1 ZBA meeting

Attachments; Section 8-11 - Disqualification of members of zoning autherities, _ 201....pdf

FYI, please see below.

Margaret Washburn
ZEO/WEO/Blight Enforcement Officer
69 South Main Street, Suite 23
Brooklyn, CT 06234

(860) 779-3411 ext. 31

Mon. — Thuss. 8:00 am — 3:30 pm
m.washburn@brooklynet.ore

From: R Cheverie <rcheverie@claengineers.coms>
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2022 8:52 AM

To: Lisa Lindia <L.Lindia@Brookiynct.org>; Jean Bolin <l.Bolin@Brooklynct.org>; Margaret Washburn
<M.Washburn@Brooklynct.org>; Austin Tanner <A.Tanner@ Brooklynct.org>

Subject: RE: Sept. 1 ZBA meeting

All,

It has been brought to my attention that a planning board member cannot represent a company that would come
before a town planning board per CT statutes. As | work for a firm that has a few ongoing projects in Brooklyn, | have
decided it would be best to resign from the role of ZBA alternate.

I've attached a PDF of the ralevant statutes,

f apologize for any inconveniences.

Best,

Ryan Cheverig



