
 

Board of Fire Commissioners 
Regular Meeting  

Wednesday, May 11, 2022 
7:00 pm via Zoom & 

Clifford B. Green Meeting Center 
Suite 24, 69 South Main Street, Brooklyn, CT 

 
To join this meeting, follow the below instructions: 
     
Join Zoom Meeting     Dial by your location 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89641764304?   +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
pwd=NE05NUtQU0pHYlkwQ2hKaVlmM0o0dz09  +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
       +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 896 4176 4304         +1 720 707 2699 US (Denver) 
Passcode: 111070             +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
One tap mobile      +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+16465588656,,89641764304# US (New York)  Meeting ID: 896 4176 4304 
+13017158592,,89641764304# US (Washington DC) Find your local number: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbLiEtrq1H 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order – Michael Podzaline, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. (19:01 hours).  

 

2. Attendance:   Michael Podzaline; Leo Berube; Patrick Gauthier; David Lee, Board of Finance Liaison; (all 

present in person). James Solar (present via Zoom). 

Felix Ramos was absent with notice. A.Tanner was absent. 

      

Others Present – S. Breen, Mortlake Fire Chief; Brian Pepin, East Brooklyn Fire Chief; Lou Brodeur, 

Selectman; J.S. Perreault, Recording Secretary (all present in person).  

  Gil Maiato and William Skeine were present, in person, in the audience. 

 

3. Approve Minutes 

a. Regular Meeting of April 13, 2022 

 

Motion was made by D. Lee to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 13, 2022. 

Second by L. Berube. No discussion. 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote (5-0-0). 

 

4. Public Comment – None. 

 

5. Equipment Discussion  

Chief Pepin reported that they are running strong. 

 

Chief Breen reported: 

 The skid unit on a service truck was damaged as is out of service. It is being repaired, but they do 

not have a cost estimate at this time. They still have the other vehicle in service. 

 They received a photo update of the new truck. It is going on the production floor in June. 

November delivery is anticipated. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.webex.com/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89641764304
https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbLiEtrq1H
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6. Department Discussion  

a. Recruitment 

 Chief Breen provided copies of a pamphlet that the two Chiefs handed out at the Transfer 

Station on Earth Day. They were there for four hours and spoke with many people and received 

positive feedback. They had 2,500 printed and plan to mail the pamphlet to every household in 

Town. They also plan to provide some to the Town Clerk’s Office. Mr. Podzaline suggested 

leaving some at businesses. Mr. Lee suggested putting a QR code on them when having more 

printed. Mr. Lee also suggested that they ask businesses to add it, with contact information, to 

their scrolling advertisement screens.  

 The Chiefs also plan to be visible at various Town events. Chief Pepin mentioned that there is a 

“Touch a Truck” event coming up as well as a food drive at WalMart.  

 Over the past two weeks, they have been posting more on social media and have reached over 

7,000 people. They will be posting photos of joint trainings. 

 Mr. Podzaline mentioned that the tax abatement program will help. 

 They have finalized the application to be used by both Departments. There will be an electronic 

version which can be filled in on the website. 

 Chief Pepin commented that the joint trainings have been going very well. They have six or 

seven months of training scheduled. 

 

b. Retention – No discussion. 

 

c. Paid Staff – Subcommittee Update  

Mr. Podzaline stated that he will be putting together a questionnaire for the Fire Chiefs and the 

Selectmen to get their concerns/view points on moving forward on a long-term approach. Regarding the 

tax abatement program, he asked that the Chiefs work on the question of how to quantify the members 

who are helping, but not necessarily responding. 

 

7. Financial Reports Discussion  

 

Patrick Gauthier submitted East Brooklyn’s updated Annual Report. There was discussion regarding the 

insurance line item. Mr. Lee explained that the Board of Finance received a budget proposal from the 

Board of Selectmen which removed the insurances from the line items for the Fire Departments, but kept it 

under Fire Service Facilities as an insurance line item. There is a new line item for Ambulance Only 
Insurance. 

 

There was discussion regarding grants. Mr. Lee explained that if anyone receives a grant from the Town of 

Brooklyn, there is a requirement that, after the fiscal year, they provide some sort of validation for how the 
money was spent. 

 

Mr. Lee asked what plans the Departments have for grants and how they used the money received to date. 

Mr. Gauthier explained that the previous Jewett City Savings Bank grant was used for the d-fib and 

WalMart was just a grant fund. Mr. Gauthier stated that for this year, they are going to apply like they 

always do and they will discuss what they would use the money for prior to applying. Chief Breen stated 

that the FM Global grant was used for i-pads and the Jewett City Savings Bank grant was used for the 

Heart Safe Program (Lieutenant Anderson has been working on this). Mortlake will be applying for the 

DEEP grant and Jewett City Savings Bank this year (nominal grants). Mortlake is still trying to get 501c3 

status. 

 

There was discussion regarding allocation of ARPA funds. They are still gathering proposals. Mr. Brodeur 

stated that $100,000 has been set aside for small grants of up to $10,000 which can be granted after the 
June 30th deadline. Mr. Lee encouraged the Departments to fill out the form. 
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8. Other Business  

 Mr. Lee stated that he will provide his feedback to the Chiefs regarding the Respiratory Programs. 

He said that he has identified that a program administrator is needed, record keeping is critical, and 
enforcement is another issue. 

 Chief Pepin explained that a lot of changes are being made at QV dispatch. They are implementing 

Crew Force to relieve a lot of the radio communication out of the dispatch center. He explained 

that he has used it. Discussion ensued regarding how the system works. The i-pads that Mortlake 
wants to get with grant money is for this purpose. 

 

9. Public Comment  

Gill Maiato commented that he would like to see both the tax abatement program and the compensation 
program be implemented. He feels that all members should benefit. 

 

10. Next Meeting – June 8, 2022. 

 

Motion was made by L. Berube to hold bi-monthly meetings for both the Board of Fire Commissioners (7:00 
p.m.) and the FD Paid Staff Sub-Committee (6:00 p.m.) beginning July 13, 2022. No meetings in June. 

Second by P. Gauthier. No discussion.   

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote (5-0-0). 

 

11. Adjourn  
 
Motion was made by L. Berube to adjourn at 7:32 p.m. (19:32 hours). 

Second by B. Pepin. No discussion.   

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote (5-0-0). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

J.S. Perreault 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


