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Brooklyn Inland Wetlands Commission 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, November 9, 2021 

Web Ex and In-Person Meeting  

Clifford B. Green Memorial Center 

69 South Main Street 

6:00 p.m.  

 

To join this meeting via the web or phone, follow the below instructions: 

 
Web                                                                                Phone 
www.webex.com                                                        Dial 1-415-655-0001 
On the top right, click Join                                        Enter meeting number 126 058 8201      
Enter meeting information: 126 058 8201            Enter password: 47273884 
Enter meeting password:  gRAPe88439 

Click join meeting 
 
Call to Order: 

 

Roll Call: 

 

Seating of Alternates: 

 

Public Commentary: 

 

Additions to Agenda:  

 

Approval of Minutes:  

 

1. Regular Meeting Minutes 10/12/2021.  

 
Public Hearings:  

 

1. 100421A Heather & Matt Allen (applicant) and David & Gail Allen (Owner), 0 Christian Hill Rd., Map 31, Lot 

19, Excavation and construction of an agricultural pond and dry hydrant. 
 

Old Business: 

 

1. 100421A Heather & Matt Allen (applicant) and David & Gail Allen (Owner), 0 Christian Hill Rd., Map 31, Lot 

19, Excavation and construction of an agricultural pond and dry hydrant. 
 

New Business: 

 

1. 110921A Joann & Frank Titus, River Farm Dr., Map 43, Lot 15, Residential Home, septic tank, driveway, shed, 

& minor grading.  

 

Communications: 

 

1. Wetlands Agent Monthly Report.  

2. Budget Update.  

 

Public Commentary: 

 

Adjourn: 

 

__________________________________ 

Richard Oliverson, Chairman  

http://www.webex.com/


















Matt and Heather Allen – Christian Hill Road (Map 31 // Lot 19) 

Andrew & Janet Pusczynski 

108 Christian Hill Road 

Brooklyn, CT 06234 

Map 31 // Lot 15A & 15 

 

Timothy & Christine Clark 

443 Wauregan Road 

Brooklyn, CT 06234 

Map 31 // Lot 2HH 

 

Robert & Naoni McKenna 

152 Christian Hill Road 

Brooklyn CT 06234 

Map 31 // Lot 2DD 







              Joseph R. Theroux 

                          ~ Certified Forester/ Soil Scientist ~ 

                           Phone 860-428-7992~ Fax 860-376-6842 

                                 P.O. Box 32, Voluntown, CT. 06384 

                    Forestry Services ~ Wetland Impact Assessments 

          Wetland Delineations and Permitting ~ E&S/Site Monitoring  
                    Wetland function/value assessments 

 

8/19/2021 

 

Archer Surveying 

P.O. Box 22 

Brooklyn, CT. 06234 

 

Re: Wetland delineation, Allen property, Christian Hill Rd, Brooklyn, CT. 

 

Dear Mr. Archer, 

 

At your request I have delineated the inland wetlands on the subject property.  

 

These wetlands have been delineated in accordance with the standards of the 

National Cooperative Soil Survey and the definitions of wetlands and 

watercourses as found in the Connecticut Statutes, Chapter 440, Section 22A-

38 (15 & 16). 

 

Fluorescent pink flags with a corresponding location number delineate the 

boundaries of the inland wetlands and the adjacent upland soils. 

 

Flag series WF- 1 through WF- 15 delineate the wetland soils found along the 

northeast portion of the hayfield and wooded portion of the parcel. 

 

These wetland soils exhibited characteristics such as thick organic “A” horizons 

with oxidized rhizospheres, shallow redoximorphic features and low chroma 

colors within 20 inches of the soil surface. 

 

In conclusion, if you have any questions concerning the delineation or this 

report, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Joseph R. Theroux 

 

Joseph R. Theroux 

Certified Soil Scientist 

Member SSSSNE, NSCSS, SSSA. 
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NORTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
 

ENGINEERING PLAN REVIEW 
PERTAINING TO A 

CONSTRUCTION OF AN AGRICULTURAL POND 
(ASSESSOR'S MAP 31, LOT 19) 

ON PROPERTY OWNED BY DAVID AND GAIL ALLEN 
0 CHRISTIAN HILL ROAD 

BROOKLYN, CT 
(October 26, 2021) 

 
 
The comments contained herein pertain to my review of a plan, entitled “Site Development Plan, 
Prepared for Matt & Heather Allen, Christian Hill Road, Brooklyn, Connecticut,” prepared by Archer 
Surveying, LLC, dated September 8, 2021. 
 
1. A “north arrow” is missing in the Location Map. 
2. Wetlands upland review area boundary is not shown. 
3. The plan does not indicate any test pit locations.  At least two (2) deep test pits are needed within 

the footprint of the proposed pond in order to estimate the level of high water level in the finished 
pond and the consistency of the soils to evaluate their ability to maintain a functional pond.  Deep 
test pit data needs to be displayed on the plan. 

4. Overall pond dimensions are missing and need to be drawn on the plan. 
5. Longitudinal and transverse profiles of the proposed pond and surrounding area 100’ from all edges 

of the proposed top of slope are required including the maximum surface elevation of stored water. 
6. The average volume of stored water needs to be stipulated on the plan.   Additionally, an 

engineering analysis should be submitted for review to address whether or not an emergency 
spillway on the wetland side of the pond needs to be included in the design, considering the heavy 
rainstorms we have experienced over the past several years.  A formal spillway will help mitigate or 
reduce impacts to the wetland from erosion and sediment transport that can be caused by an 
undefined and unprotected discharge of water. 

7. The pond needs to incorporate a wide submerged shelf with mild slope around its perimeter 
running to the top of the steep bank with the downward 2:1 slope to provide a safer environment if 
animals are to drink directly from the pond.  Otherwise having a steep 2:1 downward sloped bank 
around the perimeter of the pond with its top at maximum water level presents a safety hazard to 
both livestock and people. 

8. If livestock are not to drink directly from the pond and/or a pump is used to discharge water from 
the pond to irrigate the surrounding meadow, a location needs to be stipulated for the pump along 
with any electric supply if it is not gas or propane operated.  In any event, the pump needs to be 
located on a Portland cement pad of sufficient size for stability and to prevent any fuel or lubricant 
spills falling directly onto unprotected ground (bare soil) where they can possibly migrate down into 
groundwater.  Any secure structure needed to protect the pump, hoses any other ancillary 
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equipment from the elements or theft needs to be shown on the plan.  A construction detail for the 
pump pad and any building needs to be included on the plan. 

9. The plan indicates a dry hydrant, which is typically used by a fire department, is to be installed at the 
northwest corner of the pond.  The hydrant can also serve to facilitate pumping water from the 
pond for agricultural purposes.  Either way, access to the hydrant will require a driveway with an 
area large enough to turn a fire truck around, if the pond is to serve that additional function.  
Therefore, a formal gravel driveway with turnaround, if required, needs to be shown on the plan 
leading from Christian Hill Road to the hydrant.  A cross-section detail of the composition of the 
driveway needs to be added to the plan. 

10. Standing water in the pond may lend itself to eutrophication and/or become a mosquito breeding 
ground.  If this happens, how can either of these conditions be avoided? 

11. A temporary sediment basin is not shown on the plan to treat pump discharge during pond 
construction.  A sediment basin is required in order to minimize silt laden water from impacting 
existing ground with silt and especially to the wetland which is not far from the pump discharge 
location noted on the plan.  The “dewatering discharge” location noted on the plan is unacceptable 
due to it 1) being too close to the side property line and the wetland boundary, 2) cutting down 
more trees that serve as a natural visual buffer to the neighbor to create a temporary sediment 
basin, and 3) removing trees that serve to take up a portion of storm water that percolates into the 
ground.  An alternative area for placing pump discharge with a temporary sedimentation basin is on 
the opposite end of the proposed pond in the area of the temporary subsoil stockpile where there is 
existing pasture and thus would not require any tree cutting and there is considerably more distance 
to the lot’s sidelines. A note should be added to the plan on the frequency of removing accumulated 
sediment from the basin and disposal of the same.  When use of the temporary sediment basin 
ceases, it shall be filled with compacted layers of suitable native soil and covered with at least 6” of 
topsoil to match the elevation of surrounding ground along with an application of grass seed, lime 
and fertilizer.  A construction detail for the “temporary sediment basin” needs to be added to the 
plan with restoration notes. 

12. There is no statement on the plans as to the accuracy of the topography, however, Note #4 under 
“Notes” only states that the “topographic information obtained by actual field measurements, 
datum assumed.”  The actual field measurements should be explained more fully.  In order for the 
pond to be constructed as depicted on the plan, a T2 topographic survey will be required and needs 
to be stated in Note #4.  A benchmark with an assumed elevation should also be noted on the plan 
outside of but not far from the construction area for a contractor to use during construction. 

13. A “Siltation Barrier” is noted on the plan but it is unclear of what this consists of.  I recommend silt 
socks or compost socks to be used for the barrier as over the past several years they have 1) been 
demonstrated to more effective than a silt fence or hay bales, 2) are quicker to install/remove, and 
3) installation does not disturb (digging into) more ground.  A construction detail for the silt barrier 
is required to be included on the plan. 

14. Under “Construction Sequence of Operations”… 

 Note 5 – There should be more than enough topsoil to cover disturbed areas outside of the 
portion of the dug pond that will be flooded.  However, a seed mix should be specified on the 
plan along with application rates for lime and fertilizer. 

 Note 6 – What constitutes “pond spoils,” the volume of such spoils, and a location of where they 
are to be deposited on the property needs to be identified on the plan to be sure they are not 
placed in the wetland or within wooded areas. 
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 Note 7 - Proposed contour lines cannot be “suggested” as stipulated.  For this type of 
construction the contour lines drawn on the plan are what will be expected to be constructed in 
the field if the plan is approved by the IWWC.  Accordingly, Note #7 needs to be removed. 

15. If heavy construction vehicles, e.g. dump trucks, will be entering and leaving the construction site, a 
construction entrance needs to be shown on the plan.  If this will occur, a construction detail for a 
construction entrance will be needed on the plan. 

 
 
 

By:      Syl Pauley, Jr., P.E.                

       Syl Pauley, Jr., P.E., NECCOG Regional Engineer 
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