Conservation Commission
Special Meeting Minutes
Thursday, July 2, 2020
7:00pm via WebEx

To join this meeting via the web or phone, follow the below instructions:

Web Phone

www. webex.com Dial 1-408-418-9388

On the top right, click Join Enter meeting number 129 120 6776
Enter meeting information: 129 120 6776 You can bypass attendee number by
Enter meeting password: MaLL591739POk pressing #

Click join meeting

Present: Diane Wimmer, Jeannine Noel, Dana Heilemann, Carolyn Teed-Ives, and April
Lamothe; Recording Secretary
Also Present: Rick Ives

1) Call to Order: Diane Wimmer called the meeting to order at 7:03.
2} Approval of Previous Minutes: Jeannine Noel made a motion to approve the March 2, 2020
minutes. Dana Heilemann seconded the motion. No discussion. Motion passed.
3) New Business:
a) Subdivision Review: Diane Wimmer presented the subdivision review for a lot on Day
St. for Jeffrey Weaver that was reviewed before. Diane Wimmer read sections of the
Amended Recommendation that was written on September 5, 2018 (attached) for this lot,
The recommendation was Fee-in-Lieu of Open Space due to the face fact that there is no
adjaceat town owned open space and the open space proposed would only be three acres
which consists of wetlands.

Dana Heilemann asked if the Commission knew that this subdivision would be split
into a Phase 1 and Phase 2. Diane Wimmer replied yes, but she did not realize that the
subdivision had to return to the Commission for Phase 2. Jeannine Noel said that the ten
houses from Phase 1 were built in what used to be a cornfield; Phase 2 is six new houses
that are going to be built in the woods, Rick Ives commented that there is going to be a
Phase 3 and maybe a Phase 4. Diane Wimmer said that the Commission can have a
different recommendation from 2018 or keep the same recommendation, J eannine Noe]
said that she would prefer open space than fee-in-lieu of open space. There is concern
about the eagles nesting place and habitat. Discussion ensued.

Diane Wimmer said that the Commission would have to be specific about the state of
open space, so that a clear-cut area would not be able to be used as open space. Dana
Heilemann, Jeannine Noel, and Diane Wimmer agree that open space is preferable. Dana
Heilemann suggested that the open space should be in its natural, undisturbed state and
include more than one natural resource. Jeannine Noel made a motion to recommend
open space to be set aside. Dana Heilemann seconded the motion. No discussion.
Motion passed. Jeannine Noel will write the recommendation.




4

3)

6)
7

Old Business:
a) Sustainability Project: Diane Wimmer told the Commission that UConn has offered to

conduct an energy portfolio, which can be used for Sustainable CT. She also mentioned
that with everything that has been happening, the Commission would not be able to
complete the Sustainable CT Certification this August, especially since events they were
counting on were cancelled due to COVID-19, such as F amily Fun Day and school
events, Diane Wimmer said that the school is going forward with the solar panels.

Public Cornment:

Rick Ives said that everyone needs to be able to get back to normal. Employees and
members of boards and commissions have figured out how to get business done during
this time.

Carolyn Teed-Ives mentioned that mail in ballots will be mailed to everyone for the
primary.

Jeannine Noel said that she was out painting disc golf signs, numbering the disc goif
course, and picking up garbage in Davis Forest.

Next Meeting: August 3" is the next scheduled meeting,
Adjournment: Dana Heilemann made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:48pm. Carolyn
Teed-Ives seconded the motion. No discussion. Motion passed.

Sincerely Submitted,
April Lamothe
Recording Secretary
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Brooklyn Conservation

Commission
P. O. Box 356
Birooklyn, CT 06234

AMENDED RECOMMENDATION
September 5, 2018
Attn: Planning and Zoning Commission, Town Planner

Re: SD18-002 Jeff Weaver, Day Street, Map #43, Lot #6-1, Zone RA, 10-Lot Conventional
Subdivision, Total Acres 23.7

The Brooklyn Conservation Commission reviewed the above application on August 6, 2018 and
September 4, 2018, based on the Brooklyn Natural Resource Inventory maps and the Plan of
Conservation and Development (POCD).

Per the Land Use Policy Map in the POCD, this property is located in a key agriculture

cluster. It falls within a Conservation Corridor and has moderate co-occurring critical resource
value. It is adjacent to property that has high co-occurring critical resource value. The property
is bisected north to south by the CL&P power lines which provide a corridor for wildlife to
travel.

The property contains one hundred-percent prime farmland soils including statewide farmland
soils. “As one of the Key Priorities of the POCD is to promote agriculture, this topic is of major
importance to the Town of Brooklyn. Surveyed residents consistently cited farmiand
preservation, the rural quality of the Town, and agricultural heritage as very important
priorities,” (POCD, page 18) There are stone walls present along the northern edge of the

property.

Wetlands are present along the outer edge of the proposed subdivision lots. Per the Natural
Resource Inventory maps, wetlands make up thirty-percent of the property. ’

Heritage Consultants conducted a Phase 1B Cultural Resources Reconnaissance Survey of the
property. Their finds were insignificant, (Report Attached)

The proposal is for a Conventional Subdivision. “Per the POCD, the Planning and Zoning
Commission should encourage cluster subdivisions in areas identified as hosting high-priority
natural resources.” (POCD, pages 42 & 43) Due to the location of this property, it does meet the
criteria for a cluster subdivision to maintain the historic and rural character of the town and to
preserve our ratural resources. It is our understanding that a cluster subdivision has been
rejected.




Bald Eagles are present in the area, but not on the property. There is also a nesting pair of
Osprey directly across the street from the property.,

The Brooklyn Conservation Commission recommends Fee-in-Lien of Open Space due to the fact
that there s no adjacent town owned open space and the open space proposed would only be
three acres which consists of wetlands.

Respectfully Submitted,
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