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Agriculture in Brooklyn
Long, diverse history 
from pre‐settlement to 
present
Windham County Seat
Oldest Agricultural Fair
Wool, timber, dairy, 
eggs, nurseries, 
Christmas trees, bison

Lithograph ‐ U.S. National Archives, image 148‐GW‐441.



Agriculture in Brooklyn
Challenges: 

Transportation
Economics
Housing

However……
Lithograph ‐ U.S. National Archives, image 148‐GW‐441.



Agriculture in Brooklyn
Remains a priority of 
Brooklyn residents today.



Resource Inventory and Open Space Plan
Maintain an inventory of all public and private 
undeveloped lands for the purpose of identifying natural, 
historic and archeological resources

Conduct research to determine the optimum uses or 
combination of uses of land within the municipality

Advise the regulatory land‐use commissions on the impact 
of development to natural, historic and archeological 
resources



Resource Inventory and Open Space Plan
Guide growth away from sensitive resources 

Balance development and resource availability

Maintain cultural values (rural character, agriculture, 
recreation)









Farmland Soils



Farmland Soils and Active Ag 
Clusters



Farmland Soils, Active Ag Clusters and 
Permanently Protected Farms



http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ag/your/town.asp?townname=114&Go=Go

http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ag/your/town.asp?townname=114&Go=Go


http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ag/your/town.asp?townname=114&Go=Go

http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ag/your/town.asp?townname=114&Go=Go


Land Cover Change

http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ag/your/town.asp?townname=114&Go=Go

http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ag/your/town.asp?townname=114&Go=Go


http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ag/your/town.asp?townname=114&Go=Go

http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/ag/your/town.asp?townname=114&Go=Go




Agriculture in Brooklyn – Recommendations in the 
Plan of Conservation and Development

Conserve key farmland 
areas and farmland soils
Promote viable agricultural 
clusters
Promote economic and 
environmental 
sustainability of 
agriculture
Resolve conflicts between 
agricultural and non‐
agricultural land uses
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