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Board of Selectmen =
Regular Meeting Minutes =
Thursday, October 8, 2020 g‘
6:30pm via Cisco Webex Meetings o
s ) .
Present: Rick Ives, Lou Brodeur, Austin Tanner and Melissa Bradley; Recording Secreta gy
Also Present: Ken Dykstra and Sandy Brodeur "-:f.". T

1. Callto Order: Rick lves called the meeting to order at 6:39pm.

2. Approve Minutes: Lou Brodeur made a motion to approve the minutes of 9/24/20 as presented.
Austin Tanner seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0.

3. Public Comment: Sandy Brodeur questions where in the code book it says a fire department
member cannot be the chairperson on the board of fire commissioners? Rick Ives states it even
says a fire department member cannot be on the commission. Rick will send it to Sandy. Sandy
also can not find the ordinance on Homeland Security. Rick will check into it. It is believed that it
was outlined in a State Statute, and it was up to the Towns if they wanted to create the board or
not.

4. Discussion on 2019-20 Financials: There was a large check in the amount of $55,000 made out
to EAN Holdings, that is Enterprise Car Rentals. They sold 178 cars that were registered in
Brooklyn that they had to pay taxes on. They have 26 months from the date of that year to tell
us about it. It is not total refunds, it is based on the dates, they just submitted them all at one.
There is a refund category under revenues and will come out of this year’s budget. Taxes are
being watched closely. The OPM advisors are happy with what we are doing, payments are
coming in regularly. Miscellaneous revenue was changed and now shows the correct numbers.
The fire departments insurance has been allocated out to the departments and as they pay us,
that will get back to normal.

2020/21 Budget: Election expenses; there is cost under technology. Rick ives states those are
two new laptops that were bought. The encumbrances are still not showing correctly.
Encumbrances for recording secretaries is scattered as well. Rick explains he believes if the
secretary is an employee of the Town or someone who is hired outside. Stephanie Levin is
working on this and will discuss at the Board of Finance meeting.

BOS Minutes 10/8/2020
Pagelof4



Rick lves explains the BOS COVID expense is supplies we have had to buy and will be submitting
to FEMA or State of CT for reimbursement. Rick will send a report on what it includes.
Everything sent so far has been denied except for elections, State and Federal.

Austin Tanner states the P&Z and inland/Wetland fees are still not correct. Rick lves explains we
get a form from the land use office that breaks down building fees, zoning permits vs. zoning
fees, inland/wetland fees; We have been counting the permits as revenues and the fees were
going in a liability account, just sitting there; there are small payments owed to the State that
weren't being paid; Stephanie Levin will explain this in detail in at the Board of Finance meeting.

The lawsuit regarding Jolley was done virtually and the judge will be making a decision within 90
days.

NECCOG provides a feral cat program we participate in and we pay them $100 per cat. They
catch the cat, spay/neuter them and then they are released back out. Permission is granted by
the First Selectmen which colonies need to be controlled. Rick lves has asked people to stop
feeding the feral cats.

Austin Tanner states we have been paying for the lights in the center island on Route 6 that only
need to be on at Christmas time. Rick Ives will have them shut off after the season. Rick is
looking for something else to put there because of the shape of the trees.

Community Center electric bill is $400 when the building is not being used and has solar panels.
The gas and water bills were high as well. Rick lves will bring the Selectmen a plan for the
huilding in the next 60-90 days, something needs 1o be done with it. The internet bill is high as
well. Rick is trying to figure out what is going on with the internet and alarm. He will be
contacting them.

Discussion on P&Z Revenues: This will be discussed at the Board of Finance meeting.

Discussion on Drought Conditions: Some concerns have been raised regarding the lack of rain.
Rick Ives asks if one of the Selectman can be the liaison with DEEP? Lou Brodeur volunteers.
They are [ooking to create a network to keep people informed. DEEP asked the Towns to identify
any wells that have gone dry,

Review of Ordinance Update
a. Purchase: Lou Brodeur is going to put his material together for the next meeting.
Clarification is needed if the school needs to follow our ordinance or have their own, or
if they do not have to abide by one.
b. Fee: Austin Tanner got some information on other towns; he is trying to compare with.
Rick Ives suggests contacting John Berard for some guidance.

Update on Paving/Drainage: Barrett Hill was paved last week and went well. It cost was cheaper
than expected. Pine Tree Terrace was paved the next day and looks spectacular. More catch
basins were done. Rick lves is working on a long-term street paving schedule. Leaf pick up will
begin soon. Tom Rukstela will be putting a date out. One truck is getting a carbonator fixed on it.
Harris Avenue will be paved in the Spring. Pine Tree was in desperate need to be done and was
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10.

il.

12.

cheaper to do now than let it go through another winter. Elliot Road bridge most likely won't be
done next August,

Update on COVID-19: Last night, the Governors Attorney stated they still have not come up with
a way to hold in person meetings. Rick believes a hybrid meeting could be done with the use of
Webex and a camera in the conference room, being seen by public in real time and the ability to
respond, this would meet the criteria. It would be video streamed, 3-8 people at a table,
microphones for each participant and a table for anyone presenting at the meeting. They are
still working on Town Meetings, that is more detailed. They are running it by FOI, COST, CCM
and Municipal Attorneys. Possibly by the end of the year, we should be able to try a hybrid
meeting. Rick Ives will get a cost to the Selectmen.

In 11 days, Brooklyn had 6 new cases, which put us at 10%. It should not be treated Town to
Town because each Town population is different. Our hotspot was the Correctional Center,
which is not fair to include, they are not out in public.

Update on Recreation Programs and Before/During/After School Programs: The programs are
back to before and after school. School will be going back in session full time next week.

Approve Bills: Rick lves is working up setting up sessions to approve bills in person. Austin
Tanner states this is really needed. Bills should also be received the Monday prior to the
meeting.

Lou Brodeur made a motion to approve bill voucher #1084 dated 10/8/2020 in the amount of
$103,893.37. Austin Tanner seconded the motion. Lou questions why we pay the union dues?
Rick Ives explains we collect it from the employees and then pay the Union. Austin guestions
what the building office software charge was? Rick explained the other one went out of business
and this will be a yearly charge. Motion passed 3-0.

Other Business: Lou Brodeur states there was a fire in an abandoned vehicle at Prince Hill the
other night, the parking lot was completely torn up. Rick lves states it drains poorly which
causes pockets and holes as well as damage from donuts and careless driving. It may be possible
put some millings in there to help.

Lou Brodeur asked if we filed for any CT DOT grants? Plainfield received $60,000 for sidewalks
from a Community Connectivity Grant. Rick Ives will speak to Jim Larkin about it and invite him
to the next meeting.

Austin Tanner questions the previous HR/Assistant to Superintendent position that was split into
two positions. He would like to see her job description. Rick lves states it is being written. Once
she is settled in, she will meet with the Selectmen and Board of Finance fo explain exactly what
she is doing. Austin asked how many candidates for her position? Rick does not remember
exactly, but 7 candidates were interviewed. She has a lot of experience with private companies
and government,

13. Public Comment: None
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14. Adjourn: Lou Brodeur made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Austin Tanner seconded the
motion. Meeting adjourned at 7:42pm.

Respectfully Submitted;

M.C_SAA:Q‘:(‘._ | . .
C_/Melissaj. BraETeé B,\C{CLQLT_’

Recording Secretary
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