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Thursday, July 16, 2020 o B
6:30pm via Cisco Webex Meeting vl ;;:
o~

Present: Richard Ives, Austin Tanner, Lou Brodeur and Melissa Bradley; Recording Secretary
BOF Liaison absent w/notification Ken Dykstra

Also Present: Sandy Brodeur, Jeff Otto, Rev Jane Emma Newall, Dr. Lincoln Kamau, and Ailla Wasstrom-
Evans

1. Call to Order: Mr. lves called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

2. Approve Minutes: Lou Brodeur made a motion to approve the minutes of 6/25/20 as presented.
Austin Tanner seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0.

3. Public Comment: None

4. Resignation: Lou Brodeur made a motion to accept the resignation of Damian Sorrentino from
IWWC effective July 1, 2020. Austin Tanner seconded the motion. This leaves the commission
with four members. Mr. lves may have two possible candidates. Motion passed 3-0.

5. Discussion on 2019-20 Budget: As of today, the school will be returning approximately
$200,000. There will not be many more changes in revenues or expenses. The encumbrances for
BRRC need to be straightened out.

6. Discussion on Diversity/Equality Request: Mr. lves met with the Reverend and a member of the
Federated Church last week and asked them to be present this evening. The church is concerned
with what is going on in the world today and would like Town to participate in making a
statement. Mr. Ives would like to set up a group of people to hold meetings to start a dialog and
see what the best way is to move forward. He would like to see more people involved.

Ailla Wasstrom-Evans is a resident of Brooklyn and member of the church. The church recently
formed a group to discuss past and current issues. She comments it was a learning process and
that is where it needs to begin. One piece of history learnt was of the slaves in Brooklyn that
were traded in the 1700’s. She suggests maybe banners in Town to learn and recognize this
action.

Rev Jane Newall feels this is a very important issue and would like the Towns help in spreading
awareness with open hearts and minds. Dr. Kamau agrees whole heartedly with Ailla and the
Reverend and supports any initiative.

Lou Brodeur comments he also supports any initiative.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15,

16.

Rick lves would like to see the group expand to include other churches and residents. Rev
Newall states she did reach out to the Episcopal Church. Rick suggests advertising a meeting and
helding via the web and getting more pecple on board.

Austin Tanner states he has no issues. He thinks there have heen many happenings and we
should not only focus on one such as the slaves in the 1700’s.

Rick would like to set up a meeting soon. The Reverend agrees and thanks the board. Dr. Kamau
and Ailla agree this is a good start.

Update on Paving/Drainage/Bridges: The eight catch basins on Barrett Hill will be started by the
end of the month and paving will begin by the end of August. The next road will be Harris Ave.
Beecher road is on the list, but no time frame is given. Rick believes the Governor has reinstated
STEAP grants. This would be used for roads and sidewalks and the bridge on Elliot Road. No rules
have been discussed.

Update on MS54: The next step in this process is education and that will be completed in the
next 2-3 weeks. The western part of the Town is being mapped out for assets by CLA Engineers.
Water sampling will begin most likely in the Spring.

Update on Recycling: Willimantic Waste is the new company who won the bid for roadside
recycling and has begun pick up in Town. Residents are still cleaning out their homes and
contractors are picking back up bringing stuff to the transfer station. They did $2,100 on
Saturday, that was a huge day.

Discussion on COVID-19: The Governor has been having weekly meetings. Stage three was
shoved back. He is very hesitant to soften rules for offices. He is still asking to work from home if
possible and reduce office staff by 50%. We are building plexiglass petitions; they are aimost
finished. They will be portable and can be used at the elections. We are still in the process of
hiring a janitor. It will be one person for both buildings who will have to go back and forth during
the day. The Town Hall offices are open daily, Monday — Thursday for full days with each office
staffed with one employee. Some hills have been submitted in FEMA for reimbursement.

Discussion on Community Center: There was a possibility the finance department may need to
move but that is on hold at this time.

Approve Bills: Austin did not get the bills in time to review. Lou Brodeur made a motion to table
the action on bills until next meeting. Austin Tanner seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0.

Single Family Dwellings: No discussion
Other Business: Special Meeting — cannot be conducted
Public Comment: None

Adjourn: Lou Brodeur made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Austin Tanner seconded the
motion. Meeting adjourned at 7:12pm.
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Respectfully Submitted;

W‘I'— —
\ g k“LOLQ’W/‘
Melissa J. Bradf&y

Recording Secretary

BOS 7/16/20
Page3of3



FROM THE DESK OF
DEMIAN A. SORRENTINO, AICP, C.S.S.

July 1, 2020

Hon. Richard lves
First Selectman
Town of Brooklyn
4 Wolf Den Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234

Via Email Only to R.lves@Brooklynct.org

RE: Resignation from Brooklyn Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission

Dear Selectman lves,

It is with regret that | hereby resign my membership on the Brooklyn Inland Wetlands &
Watercourses Commission effective July 1, 2020.

| have very much enjoyed my time on the Brooklyn IW&WC and may request to be reinstated at
some point in the future. Until then, | wish the Commission and the Town of Brooklyn continued

success.

Sincerely,

Demian A. Sorrentino, AICP, C.S.5.
Certified Planner & Soil Scientist
129 Church Street

Brooklyn, CT 06234

(860) 942-4029

C: Katherine Bisson, CCTC, Brooklyn Town Clerk (K.Bisson@Brooklynct.org)
Margaret Washburn, M.S., R.P.5.5., Brooklyn Z&WEO (M.Washburn@Brooklynct.org)
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