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The Brooklyn Board of Education held its regular monthly meeting on November 29, 2017 in the                
Central Office Community Room. In attendance were: Mrs. Genna, Mrs. Codding, Mr.            
Atchinson, Mrs. Lyons, Mrs. Trivella, Mr. Richards, and Mrs. Buell, Superintendent Mrs.            
Erickson, Finance Director, and Mr. Otto, Board of Finance, was also in attendance. Members              
of the teaching staff and public were in the audience. 
 

1. Attendance, Establishment of a Quorum, Call to Order 
 

Mrs. Buell called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Election of Officers 
 

Mrs. Trivella nominated Aimee Genna for Chairperson.  Mrs. Lyons seconded. Six 
votes were cast for Aimee Genna for Chairperson. 
 
Chairperson - Aimee Genna  

 
Mrs. Genna nominated Joan Trivella for Vice Chairperson. Mrs. Lyons seconded. 
Six votes were cast for Joan Trivella for Vice Chairperson 
 
Vice Chairperson - Joan Trivella 

 
Mrs. Trivella nominated Keith Atchinson for Secretary. Mrs. Codding seconded. 
Six votes were cast for Keith Atchinson for Secretary. 

 
Secretary - Keith Atchinson  

 
4. Public Comments  

 
Mrs. Klawitter, 55 Allen Hill,  asked that the Board of Education members take 
into consideration the quality of education when making cuts to satisfy the 
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current budget deficit.  She suggested that the Board of Education ask the Board 
of Finance to contribute to the deficit, in that at the end of every school year, 
money is returned to them by the school.  She asked that the Board of Finance 
give back to the school.  
 
Motion to add the following items to the agenda: 
8b. Teacher Retirement 
14a. Executive Session 
(Trivella / Lyons) 
Unanimous vote to approve 

 
5. Approval of Minutes  

a. October 25, 2017 Regular BOE Meeting 
 

Motion to approve the regular meeting minutes of October 25, 2017 
(Codding / Trivella) 
Unanimous vote to approve 

 
6. Correspondence and Communication 

 
A donation of a flat screen television was made to the middle school.  It has been 
installed in the library. 
 
Norwich Free Academy will provide transportation for the next two years for 
students currently attending their school. 
 
An anonymous donation in the amount of $1000 was made to the school lunch 
account for students in need.  

 
7. Brooklyn’s Best 

a. BES/BMS Highlights 
 

Mrs. Buell highlighted student achievement at the elementary, middle 
and high school levels, as well as staff achievement.  

 
b. Introduction of Brooklyn Food Services Manager: Carolyn Hetrick 

 
Mrs. Buell introduced the new Food Services Manager, Carolyn Hetrick.  

 
8. Administrative Reports:  

a. Current budget and impact of State budget 
 

Mrs. Buell updated the Board of Education members on the current 
budget status, and the impact of the State budget.  She recommended 
offering an early retirement incentive to eligible employees, both 
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certified and noncertified.  Anyone accepting the offer would retire 
effective December 31, 2017 and would receive a $5,000 incentive for 
certified employees, and a $2,600 incentive for noncertified employees. 
The retiree would be able to remain on the district’s health insurance 
plan through June 2018.  The Board of Education would continue to 
contribute their portion of the premium, and the retiree would continue 
to pay their portion of the premium.  
 
Motion to offer an early retirement incentive for certified and 
noncertified employees 
(Trivella / Codding) 
Unanimous vote to approve 
 
There will be a budget workshop meeting on Monday, December 4, 2017 
from 2:30 to 4:30 pm.  

  
B. Teacher Retirement 

 
Kathleen Schwab submitted a letter of retirement effective on the last 
day of school in June 2018. 
 
Motion to accept the retirement of Kathleen Schwab with great 
appreciation for her years of service to the Brooklyn community. 
(Trivella / Codding) 
Unanimous vote to approve 
 

9. Board of Education Committee Reports 
 

The Negotiations Committee is finalizing their business this week. 
 

The Board of Finance is currently discussing their budget.  There is a Town 
Meeting on December 14, 2017. 
 
EastConn no longer has their teacher mentoring program.  Mrs. Trivella urged 
the district to look into the cooperative purchasing program offered through 
EastConn. 
 
The legislative breakfast is December 7, 2017 from 7:00 - 9:00 am 

 
10. Board Representatives to Other Committees 

 
Woodstock Academy voted to accept a 10 year contract with the Brooklyn 
School District.   Woodstock Academy representatives offered to present data on 
how Brooklyn students are performing on standardized testing at the high school 
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level.  They will present their data at the March 2018 Board of Education 
meeting.  
Mrs. Genna and Mrs. Trivella attended a CABE Convention and highlighted the 
points of the meeting. 

 
The middle school roof is complete.  The elementary school roof is 99% 
complete.  It will be complete in February. 

 
11. Old Business  

a. Transportation update 
 

Mrs. Buell informed the Board of Education members that she continues 
to speak with M&J Bus Company to discuss possible changes in routes to 
make student transportation more efficient. 

 
12. New Business  

a. Enrollment Report 
 

Mrs. Buell informed that the enrollment remains consistent with last 
month. 

 
b. Killingly High School Tuition 

 
Mrs. Buell informed that the Killingly Board of Education will set the 
tuition rates for Brooklyn students, so it can be budgeted appropriately. 

 
c. Budget UpdatePolicy Review:  (First Read) 

 
Mrs. Buell handed out the following policies for the Board of Education 
members’ first review: 

 
6171 Special Education 
4118.22 Code of Ethics 
5145.511 Sexual Abuse Prevention and Education Program 
5113 Attendance/Excuses/Dismissal 
5113.2 Truancy 
6146.2 Statewide Proficiency/Mastery Examinations 
4131 Staff Development 
6146 Graduation Requirements 
5125 Student Records; Confidentiality 
3520.13 Data-Based Information and Management System 
3516.33 Do Not Resuscitate Order 
4112.2 Certification 
5141.3 Health Assessments and Immunizations 
2141 Recruitment and Appointment of Superintendent 
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4111/4211 Recruitment and Selection 
6172.1 Gifted and Talented Students Program 
6111 School Calendar 
5144.1 Use of Physical Force 
5114 Suspension and Expulsion/Due Process 
4112.51/4212.51   Employee/Reference Checks 

 
d.  Set calendar dates for Board of Education Meetings 
 
The regular Board of Education meetings will be held on the 4th Wednesday of 
every month.  The December meeting will be held on December 18, 2018. 
 
Motion to approve the Board of Education Meeting calendar 
(Trivella / Codding) 
Unanimous vote to approve 

 
e.  Set date for Budget Steering Committee Meeting to discuss current fiscal year  
 
These dates have already been set. 
 

13. Other 
 

Nothing to discuss at this time. 
 

14. Public Comments 
 

Amy Landis, 65 Fairway Drive, expressed concerns about safety on the buses. 
Middle schools students are sitting 3 to a seat, and she questioned the safety. 
She informed that there was no continuity in her children’s pickup and drop off 
times earlier in the school year.  Recently, they have become more regular and 
predictable.  She expressed concerns that changes in bus routes will result in 
more disruptions and inconsistencies. 
 
Mr. Kerouac thanked the Board of Education members for their work in getting 
Norwich Free Academy to continue transportation for two more years.  
 
Motion to go into executive session at 8:21 pm to discuss board evaluations  
(Codding / Trivella) 
Unanimous vote to approve 

 
The Board of Education members came out of executive session at 8:59 pm.  

 
15.  Adjournment 

 
Motion to adjourn at 9:00 
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(Trivella / Codding) 
Unanimous vote to approve 

 
Respectfully Submitted 
Joann  Engel 
Recording Secretary 
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